Name: Aman

Age: 24 years
Place: Delhi
The early memories of my childhood is… like…my parents uh…made me to have long hairs and I was like young Sardarji in my early days. At that particular point of time I mean, I never knew what is  all about, what religion, what caste, and what community all belongs to. Ok, they made me and I was like that. Then my parents, my father, grandfather never had long hair. Uh… But, my grandmother, she came from a Sar…Sardar family. So they thought ok, let him make a…let us make him a Sardarji. And uh initially my schooling was in a convent’s Christian school. Out there, uh, even in nursery classes… when I used to, when I used to go to nursery, I mean…being a Sardarji it was quite diff…diffi…different thing, because all the students out there were…nobody was Sardarji in them. I was the only student, and uh… the memories of that time are, like, constantly pulling my hair, students pulling my hairs and making fun of me. Even I used to get uh bogged by this particular thing that why I am like this…in my whole class, I mean, I am the target of satire: students teasing me, even girls teasing me. So I used to ask my mom, like, why I am like this, I mean, [laughs] why I am Sardarji? And nobody is in the class. I mean, but, at that point of time there was no particular, definite answer.

Comments:
A number of non-standard syntactic constructions (as discussed in chapter 3) are used in this speech. Subject-verb concord is missing in some sentences. The phonology is Indian in the use of dental plosives, including the aspirated /t(h/. There is variation between the retroflex sound /(/ and the alveolar /t/ within the speech. The pluralisation of hair is another Indian feature. Note the use of like and I mean which are quite common among the younger generation.
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