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Simulating Language
Feedback on assignment 1
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Do we need another catch-up lab?

• We can do one of the following three options

• Two more lectures (on new stuff)

• Two more lectures, and a catch-up lab 3-5 on Thursday for those that need it

• A full 2-5pm catch-up lab Thursday, a final lecture Friday

• What will the final lecture be about?



Quick point on Assignment 2

• “Do we need to provide our code”?

• If you are using code I provided, just give the filename.

• If you are doing substantial coding, I would like to see it. 

• Ideally: put it online somewhere reasonably private (e.g. dropbox), include 
a URL in your report so I can download it if I want to.

• It must be anonymous - e.g. don’t put it at www.yourname.com

•  Otherwise: paste it in to the end of your report as an appendix, doesn’t 
count towards the word limit



Feedback on Assignment 1: general points

• Look at the written feedback!

• I was pleasantly surprised by the quality on technical questions

• Less so on the longer written answers

• Top UG mark: 82

• Top PG mark: 84

• PGs: typically better on coding questions

• UGs: noticeably better on Q8 



Feedback on Assignment 1: general points

• My two main tips for Assignment 2

• Don’t waffle

• Include graphs
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Q4

• Some of you got confused about issues of reciprocity, trust

• Some of you spent too long talking about his other simulations

• Some answers were quite waffly: if you only have 300 words, every sentence 
needs to do a job.

• Some answers were rather vague: it’s OK to use technical terms!





Q5

• Lots of answers: work with exactly 2 meanings, exactly 3 meanings, etc

• Best answers: work with any number of meanings









Q6

• Frequently over-thought!



Q7

• Prone to waffle here - particularly the PG students!





Q8

• Quite a lot of waffly answers

• Lack of precision in language used

• Lack of graphs







My advice for Assignment 2

• There is substantial room for improvement over what you produced for 
Q8

• Be concise

• Re-read your answer multiple times, eliminate stuff that isn’t relevant or 
necessary

• Be precise

• This is a technical course, I expect technical language in the write-up

• Include graphs

• Not just random graphs - can you find a way to plot results that really 
captures the effect you are trying to show?

• Make the graphs pretty - informative colours, axes labels, legends etc


