
Comments on pre-reading 1 quiz

The first two are clearly a bit muddled, the last two match the loop described in the reading 
from theory via model to predictions, then we test the predictions of our theory against our 
observations of the real world to evaluate how good our theory is. Then, importantly, if your 
theory is making the wrong predictions (i.e. ones that don’t match the real world), you can 
and should revise your theory.

This is the correct option - it’s a glider. 

It looks to me like a model for playing with - it doesn’t feel like it’s a well-worked-out 
specification of any particular theory, although maybe one way of looking at it is that it’s an 
instantiation of Conway’s theory that self-replication is possible even with a very simple 
simulated world.



Either of the latter two options is fine I think - I mainly took from it that even very simple 
models can provide useful insights. 

We can talk about this in class: I think you will all have seen models, either explicitly 
labelled as such or implicit in the theories you have come across. 


