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1. UNIVERSITY EDUCATION

1993 Ph.D. in Linguistics, University of Edinburgh.

1985 Master of Arts in Applied Linguistics (Distinction), University of Southern California.

1981 Degree (Laurea) in Foreign Languages and Literature, University of Rome (Summa cum
laude).

2. CURRENT POSITION
Professor of Developmental Linguistics and Director of Bilingualism Matters.

3. VISITING POSITIONS

2018 Visiting Professor, Utrecht University.

2009-12 Part-time Visiting Professor (Professor Il), CASTL, University of Tromsga, Norway.
2009-11 Research Associate, ESRC Centre for Bilingualism, University of Wales, Bangor.
2004 Visiting Professor, University of Siena.

2003 Visiting Professor, Research Center on Multilingualism, University of Hamburg.

2000 Visiting Professor, Department of Cognitive Science, Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore.
1994, 1995 Visiting Scientist, Max Planck Institute for Psycholinguistics, Nijmegen.

4. MAJOR RESEARCH GRANTS (SINCE 2010 ONLY)

» 2019-22 SSHRC: “Bilingualism Matters in the Waterloo Region and Canada” (as international
partner).

+ 2017-20 Economic and Social Research Council, UK: “Charting the impact of bilingualism on
development in children with or without autism spectrum disorders” (with S. Fletcher-Watson)

» 2017-19 Leverhulme Trust: “Bilingualism, pragmatic enrichment and reasoning biases” (with C.
Cummins).

* 2017-19 Carnegie Trust: “Language, Place and Identity: exploring children's linguistic and
cognitive development in heritage and community languages” (with B. Cohen, K. Tisdall, L.
Jamieson).

» 2016-21 NSF/Partnerships for International Research and Education (PIRE) “Translating
cognitive and brain science in the laboratory and field to language learning environments”
(international partner, Pl J. Kroll, Penn State).

» 2014-19 EU Large-scale Integrated Research Project: "Advancing the European Multilingual
Experience (ATHeME): " (partner, with seven countries).

» 2017-18 Pearson Education: “Cognitive, motivational and demographic correlates of Progress
test proficiency scores” (with T. Bak).

» 2013-16. Norwegian Research Council: “Transitivity alternations in English and Norwegian:
experimental investigations” (with G. Ramchand, University of Tromsg).

» 2011-15 Economic and Social Research Council, UK: "First language attrition meets second
language learning: interaction of linguistic and executive control factors in late bilinguals" (with F.
Keller and T. Bak).

» 2012-15 EU-EACEA Lifelong Learning: “School and family together for the integration of
immigrant children” (partner, with four countries).

* 2010-12 EU-EACEA Lifelong Learning: "Let's become a bilingual family" (partner, with four
countries).

* 2009-10 Leverhulme Trust, UK: “Understanding language comprehension in bilingual
children” (with L. Serratrice, University of Manchester).
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» Sorace, A. 2020. L1 attrition in a wider perspective. Second Language Research 36: 203-206.
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6. PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT

Founder and Director of the Centre for research and public engagement Bilingualism Matters,
which currently has an international network of 27 branches in the UK, Europe, USA, Canada,
Middle East and China. In this capacity, | have given hundreds of talks to parents, teachers, policy
makers, health professionals and businesses; | have established collaborations with major
stakeholders (e.g. Scottish Government, European Commission, local regional governments,
National Health Service, and dozens of charities and companies); | am regularly invited to speak to
the media in the UK, Europe and the US. See www.bilingualism-matters.ppls.ed.ac.uk for details.




