Nilotic Prosody Data Collection — Luanyjang Dinka

Language, dialect and speaker information

About this document
This document provides information on the langu#aygguage variety and speakers of
Luanyjang Dinka represented in the Nilotic ProsBdya Collection.

1. The Dinka language

Dinka is a Nilo-Saharan language. The completdiaftin according to Ethnologue
(Gordon 2005)is Nilo-Saharan, Eastern Sudanic, Nilotic, Wesidilntic, Dinka-Nuer.
Dinka is reportedly spoken by over 2 million peoffBordon 2005). Most Dinka live along
the banks of the White Nile and its tributarieSwouthern Sudan (see Figure 1). As a result
of the civil war, there are also communities elsexghwithin Sudan, in particular in the
capital Khartoum, and abroad. Cows play a keyirotbe Dinka economy, and also in the
sociocultural system.
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Figure 1. A map of Sudan showing the Nile tributary netwandith the Dinka area roughly
marked by the oval.

2. The Luanyjang dialect of Dinka

Four major dialect areas are commonly distinguisRedlang, Rek, Agar, and Bor. The
variety of Dinka represented here — Luanyjang ad,as it is referred to in Roettger &
Roettger (1989) — is part of the Rek dialect gram immediately borders Agar territory.
The term Luanyjang ‘people of Luac’, refers in finst place to a section within the Dinka
ethnic group, and by extension also to their variétthe Dinka language. This Luanyjang
identity is very salient to its members. This iBeeted by a high degree of solidarity and
social contact. As a group, the Luanyjang compategsources such as cows and pastures
with neighboring sections of Dinka.

The main town in Luanyjang territory in Wuncuei, ialnis located about 170 kilometers
east of the city of Wau (see Figure 2). Luanyjaag around 15000 speakers according to
Ethnologue (Gordon 2005). Here again, it is likiklgt the actual number is much higher.

! Gordon, R.G. (ed.) (2005). Ethnologlianguages of the World, T%®dition Dallas (Texas): SIL
International. [Online version: http://www.ethnolegcom]
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Figure 2. A map of Southern Sudan, showing most lower-leeetions of Dinka marked

on it. From Roettger & Roettger (1989The major-level subsections have been overlaid in
bold capitals, and the Luanyjang or Luac area lea®s Inarked within the encompassing
Rek dialect zone.

3. The Luanyjang in Khartoum

The speakers whose data are represented herewlirgthe Luac or Luanyjang area, and
moved away — to Dinka-speaking towns such as ToWauw, or to other locations in
Sudan. They all ended up in Khartoum, which is wHbe recordings were made. Some
left the Luanyjang area a year or less beforeaberdings were made. Others have been in
Khartoum for about thirty years. As noted aboveaihyjang refers not just to a particular
dialect of Dinka, but also to a particular low-légabsection within the Dinka ethnicity. In
Khartoum, the Luanyjang community is close-knit &me Luanyjang speakers in this
study have their closest social contacts with otheenyjang people. This situation goes
some way towards explaining why there appears tdtleevariation in fluency as a
function of length of residence outside the Luangjarea.

4. The speakers — summary

The dataset includes data from 11 speakers, thoegew and eight men, aged between 24
and 60 years old. They have all grown up in agélan Luanyjang area, and the Luanyjang
dialect of Dinka is their first language. They seak Arabic a second language, some very
well, some only at a basic level — in particula three women (Dinka women have less
opportunity than Dinka men to interact with non-Kaj Four of the speakers (2, 6, 10, 13)
also speak English.

% Roettger, L. & Roettger, L. (1989). A Dinka dial&tudy.Occasional papers in the study
of Sudanese languagés1-64.



5. The speakers — individual information and pictues

Speaker’s details

Residence history

Language usage

No. | Name Sex Age Vl!la}ge of | Leftat Left to At work Elsewhere R_eadmg V\/_ntmg
origin age Dinka Dinka
Acuil Malou . Tony, Wau, in Dinka &
2 Choth M|39 Wuncuei 15 Khartoum since 1980 n/a Arabic Rarely Rarely
Regina Akuel In Khartoum since .
4 Adel F 46 Makuac 46 October 2005 n/a Dinka No No
Albino Magol In Khartoum since | Dinka & .
5 Atem M |46 Makuac 24 1984 Arabic Dinka Yes Yes
Tony, Wau, in . .
6 [anonymous] | M | 45 Makuac 15 Khartoum since 1976 English Dinka Yes Yes
Gum Dak In Khartoum since . .
7 Mabior M |24 Benyngang 22 2004 Dinka Dinka Yes Yes
8 [anonymous] | M | 24 Ayuok 22 Iznogzartoum SINC® | Dinka Dinka Yes Yes
9 Bol Mangong M |27 Makuac 14 Majeled & Khartoum Dmkq & Dinka. No No
Deng since 1993 Arabic
Makol In Khartoum since
10 | Jongkuc M |42 Makuac 14 n/a Dinka Rarely Rarely
: 1978
Athian
11 Monika Adut F 53 Makuac 32 In Khartoum since n/a Dinka No No
Mol 1984
Elizabeth In Khartoum since .
12 Acuil Riaar F 60 Makuac 40 1984 n/a Dinka No No
40 Makuac 21 In Wau and then Dinka,English,| Yes Yes M
13 | [anonymous]

Khartoum since 1986

Arabic




Acuil Malou Choth (sp.2)  Albino Magol Atem (sp5)  Gum Dak Mabior (sp.7) Bol Mangong éng (sp.9)

Makol Jongkuc Athian (sp.10) Monika Adut Mol (sp.1] Elizabeth Acuil Riaar (sp12)



