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A typical word learner has many different learning strategies available to them. For example, children are 
readily able to use cues provided by the environment in which words are used (environmental cues) as well 
as cues provided by speakers themselves (speaker cues) to learn the meanings of new words in context. 
Environmental cues include the regular co-occurrence of labels and referents across naming episodes 
(Smith & Yu, 2008) and the perceptual salience of potential referents (Pruden, Hirsh-Pasek, Golinkoff & 
Hennon, 2006). Speaker cues include social cues, such as eye-gaze, pointing and tone of voice (Tomasello, 
2003), and linguistic cues such as syntactic and semantic context (Bloom, 2000; Gletitman, Cassidy, 
Nappa, Papafragou & Trueswell, 2005). The aim of my research is to investigate how learners integrate 
these strategies and, in particular, to explore the factors that determine learners’ strategy preferences. These 
factors may include the age of the learner, the type of word being acquired and the learner’s linguistic 
background. My research explores an additional possibility; that the strategy a learner selects is affected by 
the strength of the available cues. Specifically, I predict that children’s tendency to follow a particular cue 
will increase as the amount and quality of referential information that cue provides increases. This 
prediction can be tested by observing children’s strategy selections in situations where the strength of the 
available cues is systematically varied. I will present a methodology designed to test this prediction across a 
series of experiments using the preferential looking paradigm. 
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